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The Orange County Center for Contemporary Art (OCCCA)
is pleased to present:

Archaeology of Metaphor: The Art of Gilah Yelin Hirsch, 1968 – 2022.
Exhibition curated by Donna Stein
Dates: October 1 through 29, 2022.
Opening Reception: Saturday, October 1, from 6:00-10:00 pm

Appointments to view the work on other days are available by emailing to:
gilah@gilah.com

ARCHAEOLOGY OF METAPHOR - 360º GALLERY TOUR

About the Exhibition
This retrospective celebrates Canadian American artist Gilah Yelin Hirsch who is an influential professor of art and a
pioneer of the Feminist art movement in California. The exhibit brings together original ideas in art, science, ecology, and
human consciousness as well as additional timeless themes, such as contemporary issues of race and equality. Meaning
has always been Hirsch’s primary subject matter. She has continually searched for substance beyond the obvious. In her
inventive handling of ordinary subject matter like everyday food, and by superimposing images over each other in a
dynamic conversation of call and response, she manipulates time through space in her quest for as yet undiscovered
order. It is the unknown that lures her. There is no end to this search for it is the direction of the soul. While Hirsch is
primarily a painter, the exhibition will also include monotypes, photographs, books, two films and contextual materials. The
pervasive question is: Does one think because of what one see, or does one see because of what one thinks?

Gilah Yelin Hirsch
Professor of Art Emerita at California State University Dominguez Hills, Los Angeles, California, Hirsch works in
multidisciplinary media combining art, design, anthropology, architecture, theology, philosophy, psychology,
psychoneuroimmunology, and world culture, while focusing on the relationship between art and science. Since 1968,
Hirsch has been exhibiting internationally in significant museums including Los Angeles County Museum of Art; Whitney
Museum of American Art, New York; National Museum, Budapest, Hungary; and the Jerusalem Biennale, Israel, and her
work has been collected by major public and private collections, including the Georgia Museum of Art; Bank of America;
Charles A. Wustum Museum of Fine Arts, Racine, Wisconsin; Tibetan Library of Works and Archive, Dharamshala, India;
and Museo del Pintura, Oaxaca, Mexico. In 1972 Hirsch was one of the founders of the world’s first women artist
organizations, Los Angeles Council of Women Artists (LACWA). Hirsch’s many publications are included in the
International Journal of Healing and Caring; International Society for Academic Research on Shamanism; Leonardo,
Journal of Art and Science; as well as a book on creativity and mental illness, Demonic to Divine: The Double Life of
Shulamis Yelin. Hirsch has been the recipient of numerous awards, grants and residencies including the US National
Endowment for the Arts in 1985, the International Society for the Study of Subtle Energies & Energy Medicine in 2010, “for
her innovative blending of science and art”; the Rockefeller Bellagio Fellowship, Italy; Annaghmakerrig Center for the Arts,
Ireland; Banff Center for the Arts, Canada. Hirsch resides in Venice, California and her archives are collected in the
Smithsonian Archives of American Art, Washington, DC.
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ghirsch@csudh.edu
https://gilah.com/

mailto:gilah@gilah.com
https://kuula.co/share/collection/790YY?logo=1&info=0&logosize=40&fs=1&vr=1&zoom=1&thumbs=1
https://occca.info/gilah@gilah.com
https://occca.info/ghirsch@csudh.edu
https://gilah.com/


Reconciliation, 1976, Oil on canvas, 30 inches diameter, Collection of the Artist

Delicately Tethered in the Sway, 2021, Acrylic on canvas, 72 x 60 inches, Collection of the Artist

Palimpsest 1, (front and back), 2019, Acrylic, papyrus, antique Tibetan jacquard, digital sewing, 30 x 22 inches, Collection
of the Artist




